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AUSTRALIAN-INDONESIAN MARITIME DELIMITATION TREATY 

1. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the Minister for Forestry and Fisheries: 

In 1997, the Australian-Indonesian maritime delimitation treaty effectively handed one-third of Australia’s 
northern fishing waters to Indonesia.  The treaty has been pending for seven years and is yet to be ratified by 
Indonesia, yet Indonesian fishermen continue to fish those waters while Western Australian fishermen are 
excluded from fishing an area legally within Australia’s territorial boundaries.  In view of the detriment to 
Western Australia’s fishing industry, will the minister advise how much longer the State Government will 
tolerate federal Government inaction before Australia resumes control of its fishing grounds? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

Did the member say that he had given me written notice of the question? 

Hon John Fischer:  Yes, it was faxed last Thursday after I spoke to the minister outside the House. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I sincerely regret that I cannot locate the answer to the question.  However, I will answer it 
as a question without notice. 

I am aware of the situation, which essentially revolves around negotiations between Indonesia and the 
Commonwealth of Australia more than eight years ago on those fishing grounds.  The Commonwealth decided 
to surrender those fishing rights - which it should not have - to secure oil rights in the Timor box area.  
International fishing law provides that waters outside the 200 nautical mile limit - that is, beyond the national 
zone - but which lie on the national side of the trough effectively belong to Australia for fishing purposes.  The 
last time I looked at this matter in January or February this year, the agreement between Indonesia and the 
Commonwealth of Australia had been signed by Australia but not by Indonesia.  However, the seven-year period 
required for signing had already passed by then.  No agreement on that ground currently exists between 
Indonesia and Australia.   

Hon Barry House:  Talk to the Indonesian President while he is here. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I could possibly raise the matter with him.  It was suggested that there could be a third 
party to a potential agreement; that is, the United Nations as the protector of the newly independent East Timor.  
However, I believe only two parties can be party to that agreement - Indonesia and Australia.  

The member’s question asks whether the Western Australian Government has done enough to force the 
Commonwealth Government to resolve this issue.  I must say no, it has not.  This Government must refresh its 
intelligence on this issue.  It is not a matter on which this Government receives first-hand information, although I 
received significant information from some Broome and Darwin fishermen who have no doubt contacted the 
member. 

I undertake to renew our intelligence on the matter and if the situation has not changed significantly from my 
current understanding, I shall be happy to take up the matter afresh with the Commonwealth.  I am aware that the 
former Government raised the matter with the Commonwealth and I make no criticism in what I said of the 
former Government.  However, the response from the Commonwealth Government is negative at this stage.  
Perhaps it will change with those altered circumstances. 
 


